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In itself, there Is nothing remarkable in the
unanimous optimism of the Soviet people.
Indeed, the lack of variety In the words in Fostered
which it is expressed quickly leads to banality.
The Soviet people are only just being initiated
Into the elements of knowledge., and they have
had no time to acquire adequately shaded
terminology, so that their patriotism, too. Is
expressed on the whole In a very commonplace
manner. Workers, officers of the Red Army,
students, young peasant women, all assert In
the same monotonous phrases how happy their
life is, and revel in this optimism of theirs,
whether talking or listening. But the autho-
rities play their part in fostering this tendency.
After a time this standardised enthusiasm, par-
ticularly with Its official amplification, begins
to sound forced. And this accounts for even
critics who are kindly disposed ultimately
talking of conformism.

This standardised optimism does incalculable
harm  to  literature  and  the  theatre,   which Literature
might be the most important factors In the
formation of personality.

It is unfortunate, for conditions In the Soviet
Union are extremely favourable to an efflo-